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A Warrior-to-Work Program

After years of conflict and seemingly never-ending deployments, the 
return back to civilian life -- and for many, the search for a first-ever 
job in the private sector -- can be daunting, to say the least. But for 
our Wounded Warriors who are considering a career in the fast-
growing information technology realm, there is a Way Ahead.

Way Ahead is a program offered by the Armed Forces 
Communications and Electronics Association (AFCEA) that places 
Wounded Warriors into a mentor-protege system designed to last 
throughout the transition cycle - from active duty, through career 
retraining, into the beginning of a new occupation, and throughout his 
or her career.

Program Highlights
• Promotes STEM career training for 

Wounded Warriors
• Dual-mentor system for each 

Warrior
• Custom-designed education and 

training plan
• Personal Transition Assistance 

Program design
• Mentors remain available for at 

least one year post-employment
• Flexible system that travels with 

you to your region of choice
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Objectives
As a Wounded Warrior 
participant, you’ll will work with 
mentors to create the right 
education and training plan for 
your own needs. 

With the 8570 requirements, 
most participants will work 
toward certification such as A
+, Net+, Sec+, CCENT, HP 
ATA, CISSP, or MCSE, but 
also could work toward an 
Associate or Bachelors 
degree. You will have support 
from a dual-mentor system at 
each stage of the journey.

How It Works
During the Way Ahead 
program, you’ll be paired with 
two mentors: a technical 
mentor, who helps to guide 
you as you go through classes, 
answers questions and 
generally will be there to get 
you through the rough spots of 
technical training; and a 
professional mentor -- who 

is a veteran, like you. Your 
professional mentor acts as 
your own personal Transition 
Assistance Program: he or 
she is there to help with 
registering for classes, writing 
resumes, submitting job 
applications, and preparing for 
interviews. This mentor will act 
as your sounding board and 
friend, checking in frequently to 
provide support as you travel 
the path to success.

We understand that for many 
of our Wounded Warriors, the 
journey can be a long one -- 
beginning as you enter the VA 
system and carried on through 
physical rehabilitation, 
professional training and re-
employment. That’s why we 
place so much emphasis on 
pairing you with the right 
mentors -- people who will 
commit their time and share 
their experiences to your 
benefit. Mentors remain 
available for at least a year 
after you’ve re-entered the 

work force -- and possibly 
even beyond.

A Flexible System
The Alamo chapter was 
chosen by AFCEA International 
to launch the Way Ahead 
program, partly because of the 
high concentration of veterans 
returning from deployment to 
the San Antonio area. 
However, it is AFCEA’s goal to 
use our global network (with 
more than 30,000 members) to 
continue training and 
mentorship in your region of 
choice after honorable 
discharge from the military -- 
whether that’s in Texas, the 
Beltway area, the West Coast 
or anywhere in between. 

Our commitment to you 
doesn’t end with a decision to 
relocate. As a Way Ahead 
participant, you’ll be paired 
with mentors in your new 
location while completing 
training and seeking 
employment.

ALAMO AFCEA (Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association) is a not-for-profit professional 
organization serving the military and government organizations, private industry and education/training 
professionals. The chapter promotes STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education and careers on 
numerous levels: nationally, through the AFCEA Educational Foundation; and locally, through scholarships and 
awards to students seeking degrees in the sciences. Our Way Ahead training is provided in partnership with 
accredited commercial instruction providers.

The Alamo chapter awards nearly $80,000 annually in STEM scholarships and teaching grants in the San Antonio 
area. Learn more at www.alamoafcea.org.


